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might as well have been spared: and I have found the
Court of Assistants usually taken up in little brangles about
coachmen, or adjusting accounts of meal and small beer;
which, however necessary, might sometimes have given
place to matters of much greater moment, I mean some
schemes recommended to the General Board, for answering
the chief ends in erecting and establishing such a poor-
house, and endowing it with so considerable a revenue
and the principal end I take to have been that of maintain-
ing the poor and orphans of the city, where the parishes
are not able to do it, and clearing the streets from all
strollers, foreigners, and sturdy beggars, with which, to the
universal complaint and admiration, Dublin is more infested
since the Establishment of the poor-house, than it was ever
known to be since its first erection.

As the whole fund for supporting this hospital is raised
only from the inhabitants of the city, so there can be hardly
any thing more absurd, than to see it mis-employed in main-
taming foreign beggars and bastards, or orphans, whose
country landlords never contributed one shilling towards
their support I would engage, that half this revenue, if
employed with common care, and no very great degree of
common honesty, would maintain all the real objects of
charity in this city, except a small number pf original poor
in every parish, who might, without being burthensome to
the parishioners, find a tolerable support.

I have for some years past applied myself to several Lord
Mayors, and to the late Archbishop of Dublin,1 for a remedy
to this evil of foreign beggars; and they all appeared ready
to receive a very plain proposal, I mean, that of badging
the original poor of every parish, who begged in the streets, *

1  Dr. William King.   [T. S ]

2  The following, from Deane Swift's edition, given by Sir Walter
Scott in his edition of Swift's works, refers to this "very plain pro-
posal " It is evidently written by Swift, and is dated, as from the
Deanery House, September 26th, 1726, almost eleven years before the
above tract was issued:

"DEANERY-HOUSE, Sept. 26, 1726.

"The continued concourse of beggars from all parts of the kingdom
to this city, having made it impossible for the several parishes to main-
tain their own poor, according to the ancient laws of the land, several